With the advent of antisepsis, it occurred to surgeons that it might be possible to do some good by opening the abdomen and at any rate investigating the condition of affairs. They had been previously deterred by their fear that any operation which involved opening the peritoneum was not only likely, but almost certain, to be followed by a state of affairs which would be worse than the , original condition which they had sought to relieve. There could be no more striking proof of the reality of this terror on their part than is offered by the ingenuity with which abdominal operations were devised with the special object of avoiding the peri- (To be continued.)
